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Warisan Kita... 

“Our PAST that been preserved for the PRESENT and will be inherited 

for the FUTURE generations”  
S.N Harun (2011)  



To Building Conservation 
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• What is BUILDING CONSERVATION? 

 

• Why conserve? 

 

• Basic Principles 

 

• Along the Process... 

 

• Good Practice 

 

• Conclusion 

 

THE INGREDIENTS... 
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Source: 
http://maddruid.com/?
p=1009 





What is CONSERVATION? 



DEFINITIONS 

‘includes preservation, restoration, reconstruction, rehabilitation and adaptation or any combination’ 

NATIONAL HERITAGE ACT 2005 (ACT 645) 

 

 



Preservation 

  

Restoration  Reconstruction Rehabilitation Adaptation 

Pemeliharaan Pembaikpulihan  Pembinaan semula Pemulihan Penyesuaian 

Maintain original condition, 
prevent dilapidation 

Bring back the authenticity, 
reinstate/revitalise the original. 

-removing latter work 
- Replace the missing 

Return to condition of usability 
through repair or alteration, 

Allow efficient contemporary use, 
while maintaining authenticity 

Involve change of function and 
usage, but preserving the form & 

characteristic of original 

Rebuilding by new construction 
lost or damaged part beyond 

repair (fully or partial) 



‘All the processes of looking after a place so as to retain its cultural significance’ 

 

BURRA CHARTER (2013) 

 

DEFINITIONS 

Source:  
http://penangshophouse.com.my 



place 

BURRA CHARTER (2013) 

 

DEFINITIONS 

cultural significance 

‘Site, area, land, landscape, 

building or other work, group of 

buildings and may include 

components, contents, spaces and 

views’ 

‘aesthetic, historic, scientific, social 

or spiritual value for past, present 

or future generations. Embodied in 

the place itself, its fabric, setting, 

use, associations, meaning, 

records, related places and related 

objects’ 

Source:  
http://bettyandlingshing.blogspot.my 

Source:  http://4.bp.blogspot.com 



BUILDING CONSERVATION is a technical  activity taken  to prolong the life of heritage buildings.  
S.N Harun (2011)  



Why conserve? 

 



Old building? 



PERCEPTION 

dilapidated? 



Source: http://www.thestar.com.my 



Source: https://www.tripadvisor.com.my 



VALUE 

 

• Historical value 

• Cultural value 

• Value to the owner 

• Community value 

• Environmental value 

• Economic value 

 

Source: https://melakatravel.info 

Source: http://penangshophouse.com.my 
 



“A town without heritage building  
is like a man without memory”  

Parfect, M. and Power, G., (2014) 

Source: http://www.backpackingmalaysia.com 

Source: https://anakwilayah.wordpress.com 

1920s 1950s 1960s 

2000s 



CONSERVATION sometimes can be portrayed wrongly as being about resisting change and 

focusing on the past. 

CONSERVATION is not about resisting change, but about positive management of change 

MISCONCEPTION... 



Basic Principles 

 



The Athens Charter (1931) 

Venice Charter (1964) 

UNESCO Word Heritage Convention (1972) 

Nara Document on Authenticity (1994) 

Burra Charter (1999) 

Hoi An Protocols (2003) 

China Principles (2004) 

Bangkok Charter 

Indonesian Charter 



Respect the history and intrinsic quality of the property 

Source: http://penangshophouse.com.my 



Source: http://penangshophouse.com.my 



Prioritise original form, design, materials, craftmanship 



Source: http://butterworthguide.com.my/ 

Prioritise original form, design, materials, craftmanship 



Sympathy in interpretation and use 



Careful and comprehensive investigations and documentations before intervention 

- all conservation works should  be based on sufficient historical research 

Source: Sulaiman (2017) 



Minimum intervation, maximum preservation 



Minimal risk of significant loss, damage or uncertainty in performance through intervention 

- apply only proven conservation methods & techniques 



Reversibility of interventions 

- to reduce possible problems with future treatment, investigations and use 

Source: Ahmad, A.G 



Distinguishable use of new and additional materials 



Provides documentation before, during and after conservation works 

Document Requirements of National Heritage Department 
 

BEFORE 

• Initial Study 
Report 

• Dilapidation 
Study Report 
& Proposal on 
Conservation 
Works 

• HABS 1 

• Video 
recording 

DURING 

• HABS 2 

• Video 
recording 

AFTER 

• HABS 3 

• Final Report 

• Video 
recording 



Provides documentation before, during and after conservation works 

Source: Abdul Rahman, A 



Be able to extend the lifespan of the building 

- proper methods, choice of materials, scientific studies, ‘top to down’ approach 



Be able to extend the lifespan of the building 

- proper methods, choice of materials, scientific studies, ‘top to down’ approach 



- proper methods, choice of materials, scientific studies,  
Source: Ahmad, A.G 



Along the process... 

 



Aim : Preserve AUTHENTICITY 

Not only the physical return, also emotion, memory & the resulting sense after conservation. 

Avoid creating false historical  appearance 

AUTHENTICITY 



Knowledge and understanding 

• Different scope of work 

• Detail documentation and record 

• Thorough research (Historical & Scientific) 

Source: http://heritage-malaysia2u.blogspot.my 

NORMAL PROJECT vs BUILDING CONSERVATION PROJECT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





handled with great sensitivity and skills 



Multidisciplinary field & teamwork : Inputs from various  professionals & stakeholders 



Good practice 



Good forward planning 



Clear, concise documentations 

Source: https://www.sciencedirect.com 



Professional advice and skills 





Trade skills 
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Traditional materials and techniques 



New technologies  – when to use?  



Making  BALANCED judgements... 

Effective building conservation demands a balance between the retention of tested & valuable 

traditions & the development of new techniques to meet changing circumstances such as market 

forces & community expectations. Practice involves finding creative solutions, negotiations, & 

compromise in order  to find OPTIMUM OUTCOMES.  



Measuring the quality of outcomes 



Not to forget... 

Proper MAINTENANCE 



CONCLUSION 

Building conservation is a complex & creative activity. 

 

 about finding creative solutions to conserve 

 

 guided by principles, ethics and policies 

 

 ensure prolong the life of the building to meet their full potential as part of 

the fabric of our society today and the future 
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CONCLUSION 

There is no specific or special formula to a  

SUCCESSFUL BUILDING CONSERVATION. 

All we can do : 

GAIN 

 

• KNOWLEDGE 

• SKILLS 

• EXPERIENCES 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEARN FROM 

 

• Experiences of others 

• Various proven methodologies 

• Best practices 

• Guidelines 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BALANCED JUDGEMENT 
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“Andai ku dibuang tak diterima…  

                     Andai aku disingkirkan…”  



Sekian Terima Kasih 
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