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DEFINITION

Urban:
of, relating to, characteristic of, or constituting a city

Initiative:
an introductory act or step; leading action

Design:
to create, fashion, execute, or construct according to plan



DEFINITION

URBAN DESIGN INITIATIVE:

an introductory act or step to 

create a characteristic of a 

city



Purpose of Urban Design Initiatives

The purpose of the initiative is to achieve better urban design in all our urban area. 

Poor urban design can lead to long-term environmental, social and economic costs. 

Good design creates places where people want to live, work, learn, invest and spend 

their leisure time



URBAN DESIGN INITIATIVES

In 
Malaysian 
Context, it 
is done by 
/thru:

Government (DBKL) 

Non-Government 
Organisation (Thinkcity)

Partnership (Public 
Outreach Programme)



GOVERNMENT 

IN IT IATIVES
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Cul tura l  Mapping
also known as cultural resource mapping or cultural landscape 

mapping, is the label organisations and people 

(including UNESCO) concerned about safeguarding cultural 

diversity give to a wide range of research techniques and tools

used to "map" distinct peoples' tangible and intangible cultural 

assets within local landscapes around the world

By PROGRAM



Placemaking
defined as “the art of creating public ‘places of the 

soul,’ that uplift and help us connect to each other.” 

Another way to define it is “making a public space a 

living space.”

By DESIGN & PROGRAMS



By DESIGN & PROGRAM

Shared Space
LAMAN TUN PERAK ‘’Urban Oasis”



Located at one of the busiest 

intersections in KL, Laman Tun

Perak is an urban oasis for 

pedestrians to catch their 

breath. 

This park came to fruition 

together with DBKL under the 

Signature Parks Program.uala

Lumpur



St ra teg ic  Maste r  P lan

The George Town Action Plan 

(GTAP)

By POLICY



The roots for the GTAP were put down firmly at 

the end of 2013 when Think City signed an MoU

with the Aga Khan Trust for Culture (AKTC) for 

the George Town Strategic Master Plan which 

led up to the GTAP. 

According to Think City Executive Director, 

Hamdan Abdul Majeed, “Up to that point we 

had done a lot in George Town, but we wanted 

to move to a ‘tipping point’ where we could 

bring about sustainable and impactful change 

(for the city), with a momentum of its own.”

“The GTGP was good at creating small changes, 

but working with the Aga Khan Trust will bring 

about significant change in line with our vision to 

make George Town a liveable city. 

For example, establishing proper urban design 

guidelines, returning the waterfront to the 

people, improving public amenities. This is all 

part of a structured, planned sequence of urban 

interventions.”

‘’The George Town Action Plan (GTAP) aims to 

balance George Town’s heritage with future 

development’’

https://thinkcity.com.my/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/gtap.jpg
https://thinkcity.com.my/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/gtap.jpg


G R E E N  T R A N S F O R M AT I O N  P RO G R A M

aims to address social, environmental and sustainability 

issues by incorporating green rooftops, vertical gardens 

and green infrastructure in both the private and public 

realm.

By PROGRAM



Through this programme Think City aims 

to change perceptions about the way 

we see green space – by innovative use 

of underutilised rooftops and walls for 

greening and to encourage the use of 

alternative energy.

Think City will provide building owners 

an opportunity to initiate a pilot project 

within the historic core of downtown 

Kuala Lumpur, specifically within a 1km 

radius of Masjid Jamek. 

The pilot programme intends to provide 

funding and facilitate the transformation 

of any potential walls and rooftops. 

This is open to all building owners that 

aim to reactivate dead spaces with 

green initiatives that will soften the 

urban landscape and increase public 

exposure to greenery.
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BENEFITS
 Good urban design initiatives can offer significant benefits to the community; 

conversely, poor design can have significant adverse effects on the urban 

environment, society and economy.

 While good urban design initiatives sometimes costs more upfront, this is not 

necessarily the case; moreover, long-term costs can be avoided.

 Communities value the better quality of life that good urban design can deliver.

 Urban design initiatives can affect people's ability and willingness to undertake 

physical exercise: good design can offer health benefits.

 Urban design initiatives can help make towns and cities safer and more secure.

 Urban design elements are interconnected: urban design is most effective when a 

number of elements come together (eg: mixed use, density and connectivity).
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